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Expertise domains 
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Short CV 

Laurence Lanfumey (PhD), 58, is the leader of the team entitled “Pathophysiology of mood disorders and 
addiction” of the Research Centre of Psychiatry and Neurosciences (UMR 894).  The goal of her research team is to 
analyze the roles played by environmental and genetic factors, as well as the interactions between these 
components, in the etiology and treatment of psychiatric disorders such as depression, anxiety and addiction. The 
main objective of the team is to identify cellular and molecular mechanisms underlying these pathologies which are 
associated with major dysfunctions of the monoamine and HPA systems and characterized by cellular plasticity 
alterations of different brain areas and in particular the hippocampus. The current research is focused on i) the 
involvement of 5-HT in the genesis of anxiety-related disorders, ii) the role of neuroplasticity in depressive-like and 
addiction disorders, and iii) the epigenetic mechanisms associated with gene regulation in rodent depression-like 
models and addiction. She is co author of 105 papers and reviews in international journals (h index=36). Projects of 
the team have been and are still supported by national and international funding agencies. She was previously 
coordinator and co-coordinator of two European consortiums (FP4 and FP6). She participated as PI in two others 
(FP5 and FP7). She is now involved in a European PhD program (EURON). She was an elected member of the 
scientific council of the Société des Neurosciences (2006-2009) and is currently a member of the Scientific 
Committee of the European College of Neuropsychopharmacology (ECNP), where she acts in the External Review 
Board and in the Nomination Committee. She acts also as Editor at Naunyn-Schmiedeberg Archives of 
Pharmacology, at Neuroscience, and at the Courrier des Addictions. 
 

 


